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parachute troops to undermine the enemy's defences
in military attack. Somehow the Catholics must be
made to look as if they were the enemies of the
State. Nothing would secure this more effectively
than a series of legal condemnations; a legal con-
demnation, even in a country which has witnessed
the Alice-in-Wonderland procedure of the Reichstag
trial, carries with it a flavour of impartiality. And
here the Nazis were in luck; it was not necessary for
them to invent a law which Catholics would be cer-
tain to break, since the exigencies of their position
called, quite legitimately, for currency regulations
which Catholics did break.

Early in the regime, in order to secure the stability
of the currency, a veto was imposed on the export
of German money to foreign countries. Special
exemption was granted to business firms which owed
money abroad, none to individuals or to charitable
organisations. Now, when the mark fell, under the
Weimar Government, many religious Orders had
borrowed money from their foreign houses.1 They
had no exports with which to repay these loans; they
could only repay them in money by smuggling. Con-
science thus presented them with rival claims; but,
whereas the repayment of the loans was a moral duty,
the kw forbidding the export of money was only a
penal law, and could therefore be infringed if you did
so at your own risk, and were prepared to face lie
consequences. From the point of view of Catholic
propaganda, it would have been very much better
if the debtors had defaulted, pleading the impossi-
bility of carrying out their contract. But it is not
1 Vermeil, op* dt> pw 74.